Caswell Memorial State Park
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The park is located just off 99S along the Stanislaus River, south of Stockton, east of Tracy, near the town of Ripon, California. It is wonderful Oak Grove that is surrounded by farms.  The park's 258 acres protect a fine example of the threatened and still declining riparian oak woodland, which once flourished throughout California's Central Valley.  This is one of two native CA Oak groves, the other one is privately owned.

The Stanislaus River meanders through the park and is a wonderful river to swim in.  There is a gentle current that you can swim against and stay at the same spot relative to the shore.

One of the most magnificent aspects the park has to offer are trails that give you a glimpse of what the riparian ecosystem of the valley would have looked like in pristine times. A majestic Oak Forest is surrounded by many other lush plant species, some of which are rarely found anywhere else in the area.  It was very lush and green in May, and looked like a tropical forest.

The Native Americans who lived along this river and collected acorns among these ancient groves were Yokuts. 

Thomas Caswell, landowner, enjoyed this wonderful forest and felt it should be preserved. In 1950 the children and grand children donated 134 acres to the people of California. Additional donations and state purchases brought Caswell to its current size of 258 acres. Caswell Memorial State Park was open to the public in 1958.

83 mile from Palo Alto, about 1 ½ hours. 
Take Dumbarton Bridge to 880N.  Coming back from 580W take 680S, exit Mission to 880S to 237W to 101N.
	12. 
	Take the I-238/CASTRO VALLEY(I-580) exit towards STOCKTON 
	0.5 
	

	13. 
	Merge on I-238 SOUTH 
	2.3 
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	14. 
	Continue on I-580 EAST 
	29.3 
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	15. 
	Continue on I-205 EAST towards STOCKTON/TRACY 
	13.5 
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	16. 
	Take the I-5 NORTH exit 
	0.9 
	[image: image4.png]




	17. 
	Merge on I-5 NORTH 
	1.2 
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	18. 
	Take the CA-120 exit towards MANTECA/SONORA 
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	19. 
	Merge on CA-120 EAST 
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	20. 
	Take the CA-99 exit towards FRESNO/MODESTO 
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	21. 
	Merge on CA-99 SOUTH 
	0.5 
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	22. 
	Take the AUSTIN RD exit 
	0.1 
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	23. 
	Turn Left on MOFFAT BLVD 
	0.1 
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	24. 
	Turn Right on S AUSTIN RD 
	2.4 
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	25. 
	Continue on AUSTIN RD 
	2.6 
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	Distance: 83.4 miles Approximate Travel Time: 1 hour 38 mins 


From 99S, take the Austin Rd. exit. Head South on Austin Rd. turn left, and you will run into the park at the end of the road.

