	No
	Name
	Page
	Date

	40
	Skyline Ridge & Russian Ridge
	275
	10/27/2002

	41
	Windy Hill
	281
	Summer 2002

	42
	Wunderlich County Park
	286
	10/6/2002

	43
	Purisima Creek
	290
	Summer 2002

	30
	Mission Peak
	214
	Jan 2003

	33
	Joseph D Grant
	236
	2/9/03

	3
	SF Presidio
	42
	2/16/03

	4
	Marin Headlands Part 1
	56
	2/23/03

	40
	Horse Shoe Lake to Alpine Pond (& Open space)
	275
	3/2/03

	5
	Marin Headlands Part 2 – GGNRA Tennessee Valley to Shoreline Highway
	65
	3/9/03

	38
	Sanborn County Park
	263
	6/8/03

	44
	Sweeney Ridge
	295
	6/15/03

	31
	Boccardo Trail Corridor
	225
	11/9/03


Hike #42

Wunderlich Park Alambique trail: This trail begins with a moderate climb of about 1000 ft in a thickly wooded shady area. For a warm summer day, this was a great choice. We climbed a total of about 2000 ft and walked about 12 miles. Rajen Shastri, who is training for a marathon, acted as a forward scout for the mission. At the park boundary near skyline, he ran several hundred feet up and down the trail in search of the famed medusa tree, while the rest of the group was recouping. We completed the hike in about four hours. This trail was rated highly by all. I would guess at 7 out of 10.
Hike #33

This second hike in the Ridge Trail series started off at the Grant Lake parking lot on Mt. Hamilton Rd ( Joseph D. Grant Park on Rt 130).   We had a group of seven, with attitudes ranging from “Hey, a ten hour climb to 15 k ft is nothing” to “Let us walk and talk for a couple of hours and then go eat”.  
We started at 9 am.  We did approximately 9.2 miles, and a total elevation of about 1000 ft in a little over four hours.  This included a short stop at the Scenic Outlook at 2400 ft with a spectacular view of the valley and the Bay.  Fortunately, Mashru’s camera and my GPS both had working batteries so that we could take pictures and retain the 3-d track information. The hike was followed by Sugar Cane juice (Gunna sans adrakh) and Thai lunch in San Jose.    
Both the East Bay Ridge hikes had the following in common:  Vast expansive views, clear bright sky, sunny yet brisk, green rolling hills with occasional wild flowers and old majestic oaks.   I would rate both these hikes at 9 on a scale of 10.  
Hike #40

Yes. At long last, we found the famous Methuselah (aka Methudsa) tree that Rajen Shastri has been looking for every time we hike near Skyline. And it had to happen when Birdie was running his Marathon. More about the sighting later.

We had another really good hike (6 to 7 out of 10) today at El Corte de Madera Creek. A relatively short hike of five miles, it started with a descent along the creek. Soon after crossing the creek bed, we began a moderate climb on a narrow trail. It was a beautiful sunny day, but the tall trees kept temperatures pretty brisk. Occasional mountain bikers along the narrow trail kept us on our toes. We came to the Sandstone formation in about an hour after we started. Anil took a number of pictures, including those of his famous improvised, self adjusting, gps enabled, walking sticks as we stopped there to have a quick snack. In keeping with the spirit of Halloween, the 30 odd feet tall Sandstone formation reminded Shrini of a growling ghost.

We came across the Methuselah trail, and the hike master Mashru, led us to the supposedly elusive Methuselah tree. It turned out to be right off of Skyline blvd at the end of the Methuselah trail. It is actually a spectacular tree, 14 ft in diameter at the base, 220 ft tall, with an even larger root structure above ground. After taking some more pictures so that Anil could prove to Birdie that we were actually there, we hiked back to the Skeggs Point trail head.

A smaller group went off to have a Kathiawadi (a Western Guju) lunch at Woodlands in Mountain View. While contemplating different cuisines and coincidences for the Diwali function, a plan to celebrate a batch of 75 50th community birthday party was hatched. Stay tuned.

